




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Health Care Licensing Boards Across-the-Board Recommendations

GENERAL ACROSS-THE-BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS

General General General General General General General General General
ATB ATB ATB ATB ATB ATB ATB ATB ATB
Profession 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Chiropractors A¥* A¥* Ak A¥k Ax* Ak A¥* Axx AX*
Dentists Ak Ak Ak Ak A% Ak Ak Ak Axk
Dietitians A¥k Atk Ak A¥* A%k Atk A A A
Hearing Aid Ak Ak Ak Aok Ak Ax* Ak Ak N*
Fitters and
Dispensers
Marriage & A Aok N* N* N* N* A A Axx
Family
Therapists
Midwives AXk A A A A A A A A
Nurses Ak Ak Ak Ak A A A Ak Ak
Nursing Home AX* AX* N* Ak Ax* Ak A A N#*
Administrators
Occupational Ak A®* AX* AX¥k Atk A¥* A¥* A¥* A¥*
Therapists
Optometrists Ax¥ N* Ak Ak AX¥ Ad* Ax* N* A¥*
Pharmacists Ak Ak Ak Aok Ak A Ak Ak Ak
Physical Ak AX* N* Akk A¥* A Ak AXk ARk
Therapists
Physicians N* A¥k AXk Ak Atk Atk N* N* A
Podiatrists AX* Ak Ax* Ak A¥* A¥k A A Ax*
Professional Ak A¥* Axek A Ax* AX* A A Ax*
Counselors
Psychologists Ak Ax* Axx AX* A Ax Ax* AX*k Ak
Social Workers A¥* AXH Ak A¥* AxH Ak A A -
Speech-Language Ak ARk N#* A¥* A A A A A
Pathologists\
Audiologists
Veterinarians A¥k A Atk Ak Ax* Atk Ak N* AX*
Vocational Axk Ak Ak Ax* Atk Ak A A Ax¥
Nurses
A Applied

A*+ Applied, existing language updated
N* Not applied, already in statute
N Not applied
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Health Care Licensing Boards

Across-the-Board Recommendations

GENERAL ACROSS-THE-BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS

General General General General General General General General General
ATB ATB ATB ATB ATB ATB ATB ATB ATB
Profession 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Chiropractors N* AFk Ak Ad Ax* Ak Ak Ak Ak
Dentists N* Ak A¥*
Dietitians N* Ak Ax*
Hearing Aid Nk Ax* Ak A A A
Fitters and
Dispensers
Marriage & N* N* A¥X A A N* A A A
Family
Therapists
Midwives N* A A A A A A A A
Nurses N* Ak Atk A A A A
Nursing Home N* Axk Axk A A N* A A
Administrators
Occupational N* A% Ax* A Ak N* N* A A
Therapists
Optometrists N Axk A¥k A A A A A A
Pharmacists N#* ARk Axk Ak AXk Aok Ak Ak Ak
Physical N* AXX N* A A A A A A
Therapists
Physicians N* Aok AXk
Podiatrists N* Adk N*
Professional N* Ak Ak A A
Counselors
Psychologists Nk Axx Ak
Social Workers N* AxK Atk
Speech-Language N* A A A
Pathologists\
Audiologists
Veterinarians N* Ak Atk
Vocational N* Atk A
Nurses
A Applied
A** Applied, existing language updated
N*  Not applied, already in statute
N Not applied
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Health Care Licensing Boards

Across-the-Board Recommendations

LICENSING ACROSS-THE-BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS

Licensing Licensing Licensing Licensing Licensing Licensing Licensing Licensing Licensing Licensing
ATB ATB ATB ATB ATB ATB ATB ATB ATB ATB
Profession 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Chiropractors Ak Ak N* N* Atk N* Ak N AXk N
Dentists N#* N* N* N* N¥* N N* N N* N
Dietitians Axk N* N* N* A Ak A%k N N* N
Hearing Aid AX* N* N* N* Ax* A¥* Ak N A N
Fitters and
Dispensers
Marriage & AxHk Ak N* N* A N* N* N A N
Family
Therapists
Midwives A A A N* A A A N A N
Nurses AXK A%k AXx N* AXKk A¥* A¥* Ak
Nursing Home At* A N* N* N* N* Axx N
Administrator
Occupational A A A N* N* N* Ak N A N
Therapists
Optometrists AX* N* N* N* N#* Nk A ARk
Pharmacists Axk N N* N* N* N* Ak N*
Physical A N* N# N* N* N* A N* N
Therapists
Physicians At* AXk N* N* N#* N* N* A
Podiatrists AXx AX* N* N* N N* Axk N*
Professional AX* Ak N* N* N* N#* A N*
Counselors
Psychologists A¥x AXk N* N* A¥k N* At¥ N*
Social Workers AxH N* N* N#* N* N* ANk N*
Speech-Language A A A N* AXk A A A
Pathologists\
Audiologists
Veterinarians Ax* Ax* AXx¥ N* N* N* Ak N N* N
Vocational A Ak Ax* N* N* AX* N* N Ak N
Nurses

A Applied

A** Applied, existing language updated

N* Not applied, already in statute

N Not applied
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Chiropractors

TEXAS BOARD OF CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINERS

Statutory Reference: Article 4512b, V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1949
Board Size/Composition: 9 members: 6 chiropractors, 3 public members
Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding
FTE: 3 Source: Chiropractic Examiners Fund No. 140

FY 1992 Expended: $139,000
FY 1993 Appropriated: $162,279

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$877,600 Chiropractors: 2,901

Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: 260 Number of Complaints: 363
Exam Pass Ratio: 77% Number of Investigations: 182

Number of Suspensions: 14
Number of Revocations: 4

Overview of Agency Operations

The Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners has the responsibility and authority to examine,
license, and regulate the practice of chiropractic in the state. The board’s enabling act is a
practice act in that it regulates the practice of chiropractic and prohibits unlicensed
individuals from engaging in the practice. The practice of chiropractic involves the analysis,
examination, and evaluation of the biomechanical condition of the spine and musculoskeletal
system of the body. The practice of chiropractic also involves the use of adjustment,
manipulation, and other procedures to improve the subluxation or the biomechanics of the
musculoskeletal system. To fulfill its responsibilities, the board adopts rules regarding the
practice of chiropractic, determines the qualifications of applicants, administers a state
examination on Texas jurisprudence, X-ray, and clinical compentency, issues initial and
renewal licenses, investigates complaints against licensees, and takes disciplinary action to
enforce its enabling act.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Dentists

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS

Statutory Reference: Article 4543 et seq., V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1897
Board Size/Composition: 15 member board: 10 dentists, 2 dental hygienists, 3 public members

Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding
FTE: 20 Source: Dental Registration Fund No. 86
FY 1992 Expended: $817,233
FY 1993 Appropriated: $872,691

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$1,246,764 Dentists: 11,080
Dental Hygienists: 7,056
Dental labs: 1,108

Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: Number of Complaints: 555

Dental Exams: 366 Number of Investigations: 499
Dental Hygienist Exams: 389 Number of Suspensions: 28

Number of Revocations: 4
Exam Pass Ratio:
Dentists: 68%
Dental Hygienists: 77%

Overview of Agency Operations

The Texas State Board of Dental Examiners has the responsibility and authority to examine,
license, and regulate the practice of dentistry in the state. The board’s enabling act is a
practice act in that it regulates the practice of dentistry and prohibits unlicensed individuals
from engaging in the practice. The practice of dentistry involves the cleaning of teeth or to
remove stains, concretions or deposits. The practice of dentistry also involves diagnosing,
treating, operating, or prescribing by any means or methods for any disease, pain, injury,
deficiency, deformity, or physical condition of the human teeth, oral cavity, alveolar process,
gums, or jaws. To fulfill its responsibilities, the board adopts rules regarding the practice of
dentistry, determines the qualifications of applicants, administers a state exam, issues initial
and renewal licenses, investigates complaints against licensees, and takes disciplinary action
to enforce its enabling act.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Dietitians

TEXAS STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF DIETITIANS

Statutory Reference: Article 4512h, V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1983

Board Size/Composition: 9 members: 6 dietitians, 3 public members
(Administratively attached to the Texas Department of Health)

Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding
FTE: 15 Source: Licensed Dietitians Fund No. 498
FY 1992 Expended: $66,048
FY 1993 Appropriated: $98,810

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$85,018 Licensed Dietitians: 3,010
Provisionally Licensed Dietitians: 51
Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: 6 Number of Complaints: 2
Exam Pass Ratio: 50% Number of Investigations: 2

Number of Suspensions: 7
Number of Revocations: 0

Overview of Agency Operations

The Texas State Board of Examiners of Dietitians has the responsibility and authority to
examine, license, and regulate the title of licensed dietitian in the state. The board’s enabling
act is a title act in that it regulates licensed dietitians in the state and prohibits unlicensed
individuals from using the title of licensed dietitian without meeting the state’s qualifications.
Licensed dietitians apply and integrate scientific principles of nutrition under different health,
social, cultural, physical, psychological, and economic conditions for the proper care and
nourishment of people. To fulfill its responsibilities, the board adopts rules regarding the
profession of dietetics, determines the qualifications of applicants, administers a national
exam, and issues initial and renewal licenses. The board also receives complaints against
licensees or unlicensed individuals who represent themselves as licensed dietitians and takes
disciplinary action to enforce its enabling act.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Hearing Aid Fitters and Dispensers

TEXAS BOARD OF EXAMINERS IN THE FITTING AND DISPENSING OF HEARING AIDS

Statutory Reference: Article 4556, V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1970

Board Size/Composition: 9 members: 5 fitters and dispensers, 2 doctors, 1 audiologist, 2
public members

Number of Employees: Funding
FTE: 2 Source: General Revenue Fund
FY 1992 Expended: $66,737
FY 1993 Appropriated: $67,141

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$134,410 Fitters and Dispensers License: 991
Temporary Training Permits: 197
Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: 159 Number of Complaints: 152
Exam Pass Ratio: 74% Number of Investigations: 152

Number of Suspensions: 0
Number of Revocations: 0

Overview of Agency Operations

The Texas Board of Examiners in the Fitting and Dispensing of Hearing Aids has the
responsibility and authority to examine, license, and regulate the practice of fitting and
dispensing hearing aids in the state. The board’s enabling act is a practice act in that it
regulates the practice of fitting and dispensing hearing aids and prohibits unlicensed
individuals from engaging in the practice. The practice of fitting and dispensing hearing aids
involves the measurement of human hearing with an audiometer; making impressions for ear
molds; and making selections, adaptations or sales of hearing aids. To fulfill its
responsibilities, the board adopts rules regarding the practice of fitting and dispensing hearing
aids, determines the qualifications of applicants, administers a state written and practical
examination, issues initial and renewal licenses, investigates complaints against licensees, and
takes disciplinary action to enforce its enabling act. In addition, the board adopts
requirements for continuing education for licensees under this act.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Marriage and Family Therapists

TEXAS STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPISTS
Statutory Reference: Article 4512¢-1, V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1991

Board Size/Composition: 9 members: 5 marriage and family therapists (1 of whom must be
an educator), 4 public members (Administratively attached to the
Texas Department of Health. Board’s rulemaking authority is
subject to approval by Board of Health.)

Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding
FTE: 3 Source: General Revenue Fund first year of
program operation (FY 1992). Special fee
account in the General Revenue Fund after the
first year.
FY 1992 Expended: $60,987
FY 1993 Appropriated: $163,345

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$167,287 Marriage and Family Therapists: 2,512
Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
None Number of Complaints: n/a*

Number of Investigations: n/a*
Number of Suspensions: n/a*
n/a* - not applicable, created in 1991 Number of Revocations: n/a*

Overview of Agency Operations

The Texas State Board of Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists has the responsibility
and authority to examine, license, and regulate the practice of marriage and family therapy
in the state. This advisory board and the regulation of licensed marriage and family therapists
was first authorized in September 1991. To allow for program development, the restrictions
on the practice and use of the title became effective March 1992 and examinations are
required starting September 1993.

The enabling act is a practice act in that it regulates the practice of marriage and family
therapy and prohibits unlicensed individuals from practicing marriage and family therapy and
using the title of licensed marriage and family therapist. The practice of marriage and family
therapy involves providing professional therapy services to individuals, families, or married
couples using the application of family systems theories and techniques. To fulfill its
responsibilities, the State Board of Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists is authorized
to adopt rules regarding the licensing of marriage and family therapists, adopt a professional
code of ethics for licensees, determine the qualifications of applicants, administer an
examination, issue initial and renewal licenses, investigate complaints against licensees, and
take disciplinary action to enforce its enabling act.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Medical Doctors

BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

Statutory Reference: Article 4495b, V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1907

Board Size/Composition: 15 members: 9 doctors of medicine, 3 doctors of osteopathic
medicine, 3 public members

Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding -
FTE: 80 Source: Medical Registration Fund No. 55
and Medical Licensing Fund (local fund)
FY 1992 Expended: $3,915,605
FY 1993 Appropriated: $3,364,550

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$6,094,500 Physicians: 44,671
Physician assistants: 758
Acupuncturists: 85
Radiologic technologists: 3,339

Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: 3,658 Number of Complaints: 1,930
Exam Pass Ratio: 93% Number of Investigations: 1,709

Number of Suspensions: 26
Number of Revocations: 38

Overview of Agency Operations

The Board of Medical Examiners has the responsibility and authority to examine, license, and
regulate the practice of medicine in the state. The board’s enabling act is a practice act in
that it regulates the practice of medicine and prohibits unlicensed individuals from engaging
in the practice. The practice of medicine involves diagnosing, treating, and curing a disease,
injury or disorder which can be mental or physical. To fulfill its responsibilities, the board
adopts rules regarding the practice of medicine and determines the qualifications of
applicants. The board administers a national competency exam and a state jurisprudence
exam and issues initial and renewal licenses. The board also investigates complaints against
licensees, and takes disciplinary action to enforce its enabling act. In addition, the board
provides oversight to physician assistants, acupuncturists, and radiologic technicians.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Midwives

MIDWIFERY BOARD

Statutory Reference: Article 4512i, V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1983

Board Size/Composition: 12 members: 6 midwives, 3 public members, 1 certified nurse
midwife, 1 obstetrician-gynecologist, 1 pediatrician
(Administratively attached the Texas Department of Health. Board
members are appointed by the Board of Health.)

Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding
FTE: 2 Source: Title V - Federal Block Grant through
the Dept. of Health
FY 1992 Expended: $25,762
FY 1993 Appropriated: none

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$18,870 Documented Midwives: 273

Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: n/a* Number of Complaints: 23
Exam Pass Ratio: n/a* Number of Investigations: n/a*

Number of Suspensions: n/a*

Number of Revocations: n/a*
*not applicable, not a regulatory program

Overview of Agency Operations

The Midwifery Board has the responsibility and authority to identify the name and address
of midwives in the state. The board also must document the midwives’ training in newbormn
screening tests and cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). The board’s enabling act is neither
a practice nor a title act in that it only documents midwives in the state with no administrative
power. The practice of midwifery involves prenatal care, internatal care (labor and delivery),
and postnatal care. However, the act limits the practice of midwifery to "normal" pregnancy,
labor and childbirth. To fulfill its responsibilities, the board adopts rules regarding the
identification of Texas midwives, provides the methodology for safe childbirth procedures
through the Texas Midwifery Manual, offers voluntary educational courses for midwives,
administers a voluntary state exam for midwives who have completed the education course,
and issues initial and renewal letters of documentation. The board has no enforcement
powers; consumers must call their district attorney or the Texas Department of Health to
register a complaint. By September 1993, the board must develop and require completion of
a basic midwifery education course before the midwife is documented. In addition,
continuing education courses for midwives will be mandatory for midwives seeking to renew
their documentation.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Nurses

STATE BOARD OF NURSE EXAMINERS

Statutory Reference: Art. 4513 through 4528, V.T.C.S.

Date Created: 1909

Board Size/Composition: 9 members: 6 registered nurses (3 of whom must be educators), 3
public members

Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding
FTE: 44 Source: Professional Nurse Registration
Fund No. 138
FY 1992 Expended: $ 2,630,016
FY 1993 Appropriated: $ 2,026,354

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$2,995,202 Registered Nurses: 131,015
Board accredited nursing programs: 75
Advanced Nurse Practitioners: 3,782
Advanced Nurse Practitioners with
prescription authority: 272
Nurse Anesthetists: 2,090
Nurse Midwives: 247
Nurse Practitioners: 1,138
Clinical Nurse Specialists: 742

Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: 6,691 Number of Complaints: 1,063
Exam Pass Ratio: 87% Number of Investigations: 1,136

Number of Suspensions: §
Number of Revocations: 107
Overview of Agency Operations

The State Board of Nurse Examiners has the responsibility and authority to examine, license,
and regulate the practice of professional nursing in the state. The board’s enabling act is a
practice act in that it regulates the practice of professional nursing and prohibits unlicensed
individuals from engaging in the practice and from using the title "registered nurse". The
practice of professional nursing involves providing nursing care for compensation. To fulfill
its responsibilities, the board adopts rules regarding the practice of professional nursing,
determines the qualifications of applicants, administers a national exam, issues initial and
renewal licenses, investigates complaints against licensees, and takes disciplinary action to
enforce its enabling act. In addition, the board accredits nursing education programs.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Nursing Home Administrators

TEXAS BOARD OF LICENSURE FOR NURSING HOME ADMINISTRATORS

Statutory Reference: Art. 4442-d, V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1969

Board Size/Composition: 12 members: 4 nursing home administrators, 1 physician, 1 educator
in public health, medical, or nursing home administration, 3 public
members, 3 non-voting ex-officio members from the Texas
Department of Health, the Texas Department of Human Services, and
Texas Department of Aging

Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding
FTE: 7 Source: Nursing Home Administrators
Fund No. 137
FY 1992 Expended: $315,196 (Appropriations -
$231,451 Governor’s grant - $83,745)
FY 1993 Appropriated: $358,147 ($231,451
Govemor’s grant $126,696)

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$449,447 Nursing Home Administrators: 2,509

Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: 323 Number of Complaints: 2,141
Exam Pass Ratio: 87.5% Number of Investigations: 97

Number of Suspensions: 1
Number of Revocations: 1
Overview of Agency Operations

The Texas Board of Licensure of Nursing Home Administrators has the responsibility and
authority to examine, license, and regulate the practice of nursing home administration in the
state. The board’s enabling act is a practice act in that it regulates the practice of nursing
home administration and prohibits unlicensed individuals from engaging in the practice. The
nursing home administration act defines a nursing home as a nursing home or custodial care
home that is licensed by the Texas Department of Health. The practice of nursing home
administration involves the general administration, management, and supervision of a nursing
home. To fulfill its responsibilities, the board adopts rules regarding the practice of nursing
home administration, determines the qualifications of applicants, develops and administers a
two part state exam, issues initial and renewal licenses, investigates complaints against
licensees, and takes disciplinary action to enforce its enabling act. In addition, the board
provides continuing education courses for licensees and reviews for approval continuing
education courses provided by other people and organizations. As a courtesy, the board also
administers a national exam for persons in the state who may want to apply for licensure in
a state that requires the national exam for licensure.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Occupational Therapists

TEXAS ADVISORY BOARD OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

Statutory Reference: Article 8851, V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1983

Board Size/Composition: 6 members: 3 licensed occupational therapists, 1 licensed
occupational therapy assistant, 2 public members
(Administratively attached to the Texas Rehabilitation Commission)

Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding
FIE: 4 Source: 100% General Revenue
FY 1992 Expended: $149,915
FY 1993 Appropriated: $157,288

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$215,413 Occupational Therapists: 2,578
Occupational Therapist Assistants: 468
Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: 411 Number of Complaints: 10
Exam Pass Ratio: Number of Investigations: 11
Occupational Therapists: 92% Number of Suspensions: 1

Occupational Therapists Assistants: 66%  Number of Revocations: 0
Overview of Agency Operations

The Texas Advisory Board of Occupational Therapy has the responsibility and authority to
examine, license, and regulate the practice of occupational therapy in the state. The board’s
enabling act is a title act in that it regulates the practice of occupational therapy and prohibits
unlicensed individuals from engaging in the practice. The practice of occupational therapy
involves the evaluation and treatment of individuals whose ability to perform the task of living
is threatened or impaired, so as to prevent and correct physical or emotional dysfunction and
to maximize function in the individual’s life. To fulfill its responsibilities, the board adopts
rules regarding the practice of occupational therapy, determines the qualifications of applicants,
issues initial and renewal licenses, investigates complaints against licensees, and takes
disciplinary action to enforce its enabling act.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Optometrists

TEXAS OPTOMETRY BOARD

Statutory Reference: Article 4552, V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1921
Board Size/Composition: 9 members: 6 optometrists, 3 public members
Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding
FTE: 4 Source: Optometry Fund No. 34

FY 1992 Expended: $224,416
FY 1993 Appropriated: $214,981

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$871,161 Optometrists: 2,513
Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: 197 Number of Complaints: 158
Exam Pass Ratio: 82% Number of Investigations: 79

Number of Suspensions: 0
Number of Revocations: 0

Overview of Agency Operations

The Texas Optometry Board has the responsibility and authority to examine, license, and
regulate the practice of optometry in the state. The board’s enabling act is a practice act in
that it regulates the practice of optometry and prohibits unlicensed individuals from engaging
in the practice. The practice of optometry involves ascertaining and measuring the powers
of vision of the human eye, examining and diagnosing visual defects, abnormal conditions,
and diseases of the human eye and adnexa, and fitting lenses or prisms to correct or remedy
any defect or abnormal condition of vision. In addition to these elements, the practice of
therapeutic optometry involves the prescribing of a drug or physical treatment and treating
the eye and adnexa in a manner authorized by the Texas Optometry Act. To fulfill its
responsibilities, the board adopts rules regarding the practice of optometry and therapeutic
optometry, determines the qualifications of applicants, administers a state exam which
includes a clinical and jurisprudence section, issues initial and renewal licenses, investigates
complaints against licensees, and takes disciplinary action to enforce its enabling act. In
addition, the board also approves continuing education courses.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Pharmacists

TEXAS STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY

Statutory Reference: Article 4542a-1, V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1907
Board Size/Composition: 9 members: 7 pharmacists, 2 public members
Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding
FTE: 32 Source: Local Funds

FY 1992 Expended: $1,953,708
FY 1993 Appropriated: $1,746,022

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$2,379,759 Pharmacists: 16,883
Pharmacies: 4,938
Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: 1,436 Number of Complaints: 596
Exam Pass Ratio: 91% Number of Investigations: 141

Number of Suspensions: 54
Number of Revocations: 4

Overview of Agency Operations

The Texas State Board of Pharmacy has the responsibility and authority to examine, license,
and regulate the practice of pharmacy in the state. The board’s enabling act is a title and
practice act in that it regulates the practice of pharmacy and prohibits unlicensed individuals
from engaging in the practice or calling themselves pharmacists or operating a pharmacy.
The practice of pharmacy involves dispensing prescription medication, compounding drugs,
analyzing drug interactions, knowing the side effects of drugs and interacting with other
members of the health care profession such as doctors and nurses to provide the best medical
care possible. Pharmacists must also follow provisions in statute and rule governing record
keeping and the use and storage of controlled substances. To fulfill its responsibilities, the
board adopts rules regarding the practice of pharmacy, determines the qualifications of
applicants, administers a national exam and a state jurisprudence exam, issues initial and
renewal licenses, investigates complaints against licensees, and takes disciplinary action to
enforce its enabling act. In addition, the board cooperates with other state and federal
agencies in the enforcement of dangerous drug and controlled substances laws or other laws
pertaining to the practice of pharmacy.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Physical Therapists

TEXAS STATE BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY EXAMINERS

Statutory Reference: Article 4512e, V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1971
Board Size/Composition: 9 members: 6 licensed physical therapists, 3 public members
Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding
FTE: 7 Source: General Revenue Fund

FY 1992 Expended: $352,420
FY 1993 Appropriated: $314,471

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$679,847 Physical Therapists: 5,305
Physical Therapist Assistants: 1,350
Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: 965 Number of Complaints: 137
Exam Pass Ratio: 84% Number of Investigations: 18

Number of Suspensions: 0
Number of Revocations: 0

Overview of Agency Operations

The Texas State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners has the responsibility and authority
to examine, license, and regulate the practice of physical therapy in the state. The board’s
enabling act is a practice act in that it regulates the practice of physical therapy and
prohibits unlicensed individuals from engaging in the practice. The practice of physical
therapy involves the examination, treatment, or instruction of individuals in order to detect,
assess, prevent, and alleviate physical disability and pain and also involves the planning,
administration, and modification of a patient’s treatment. To fulfill its responsibilities, the
board adopts rules regarding the practice of physical therapy, determines the qualifications
of applicants, administers three national examinations annually, issues initial and renewal
licenses, investigates complaints against licensees, and takes disciplinary action to enforce
its enabling act.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Podiatrists

TEXAS STATE BOARD OF PODIATRY EXAMINERS

Statutory Reference: Article 4567, V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1923
Board Size/Composition: 9 member board: 6 licensed podiatrists, 3 public members

Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding
FTE: 3 Source: Podiatry Board Fund No. 130
FY 1992 Expended: $102,997
FY 1993 Appropriated: $95,784

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$137,600 Total: 1,123
Podiatrists: 773
Radiological technologists: 350

Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: 28 Number of Complaints: 50
Exam Pass Ratio: 88% Number of Investigations: 1

Number of Suspensions: 5
Number of Revocations: 0

Overview of Agency Operations

The Texas State Board of Podiatry Examiners has the responsibility and authority to examine,
license, and regulate the practice of podiatry in the state. The board’s enabling act is a
practice act in that it regulates the practice of podiatry and prohibits unlicensed individuals
from engaging in the practice. The practice of podiatry involves the treatment of any disease,
disorder, physical injury, deformity, or ailment of the human foot by any system or method.
To fulfill its responsibilities, the board adopts rules regarding the practice of podiatry,
determines the qualifications of applicants, administers the state portion of the podiatry
examination, issues initial and renewal licenses, investigates complaints against licensees, and
takes disciplinary action to enforce its enabling act.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Professional Counselors

TEXAS STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS

Statutory Reference: Article 4512g, V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1981

Board Size/Composition: 9 members: 4 counselors in private practice, 1 counselor educator,
4 public members (Administratively attached to Texas Department
of Health. Board’s rulemaking authority is subject to approval by
the Board of Health.)

Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding
FTE: 8 Source: Professional Counselors Licensure
Fund No. 139
FY 1992 Expended: $332,443
FY 1993 Appropriated: $256,503

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$396,827 Total: 9,000

Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: 638 Number of Complaints: 49
Exam Pass Ratio: 83% Number of Field Investigations: 22

Number of Suspensions: 0
Number of Revocations: 0

Overview of Agency Operations

The Texas State Board of Examiners of Professional Counselors has the responsibility and
authority to examine, license, and regulate the use of the title "licensed professional
counselor” in the state. The board’s enabling act is a title protection act in that it regulates
professional counselors and prohibits unlicensed individuals from using the title of licensed
professional counselors. The practice of professional counseling involves providing
counseling services for compensation. To fulfill its responsibilities, the board adopts rules
regarding the licensing of professional counselors, adopts a code of ethics for licensees,
determines the qualifications of applicants, administers a state examination, issues initial and
renewal licenses, investigates complaints against licensees, and takes disciplinary action to
enforce its enabling act.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Psychologists

STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF PSYCHOLOGISTS

Statutory Reference: Article 4512c, V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1969

Board Size/Composition: 9 members: 6 psychologists, 1 psychological associate,
2 public members

Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding
FTE: 8 Source: Psychologists Licensing Fund No. 24
FY 1992 Expended: $557,621
FY 1993 Appropriated: $528,285

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$621,006 Psychologists: 2,790
Certified psychologists: 202
Psychological associates: 1,353

Examinations Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: 826 Number of Complaints: 120
Exam Pass Ratio: 85% Number of Investigations: 167

Number of Suspensions: 6
Number of Revocations: 3

Overview of Agency Operations

The Board of Examiners of Psychologists has the responsibility and authority to examine,
license, and regulate licensed psychologists in the state. The board’s enabling act is a title
act in that it prohibits unlicensed individuals from calling themselves licensed psychologists.
The act also addresses the practice of psychology by prohibiting individuals from offering
psychological services unless licensed by the state. The act prohibits persons from
representing themselves as psychologists without being appropriately licensed. The practice
of psychology involves providing services that describe, explain, and ameliorate behavior.
The practice addresses normal behavior and behavioral disorders related to psychological,
emotional, and mental wellness and interpersonal, and learning capabilities. To fulfill its
responsibilities, the board adopts rules regarding the practice of psychology, determines the
qualifications of applicants, administers a national comptency examination and a state
jurisprudence exam and issues initial and renewal licenses. The board investigates
complaints against licensees and takes disciplinary action to enforce its enabling act. In
addition, the board licenses psychologist associates.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Social Workers

COUNCIL FOR SOCIAL WORK CERTIFICATION

Statutory Reference: Chapter 50, Human Resources Code
Date Created: 1981

Board Size/Composition 9 members: 3 certified social workers, 3 social workers or social
work associates; and 3 public members (Administratively attached to
Texas Department of Human Services. Council members are
appointed by the DHS board. Council’s rulemaking and sanction
authority are subject to the DHS Board.)

Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding
FTE: 4 Source: Social Work Fund No. 143
FY 1992 Expended: $293,391
FY 1993 Appropriated: $304,115

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$399,370 Certified Social Workers: 4,575
Social Workers: 3,193
Social Work Associates: 1,715
Advanced Clinical Practitioners: 3,058

Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: 1,382 Number of Complaints: 43
Exam Pass Ratio: 78% Number of Investigations: 40

Number of Suspensions: 1
Number of Revocations: 2

Overview of Agency Operations

The Department of Human Services (DHS), with advice from the Council for Social Work
Certification, has the responsibility and authority to examine, license, and regulate the use
of titles related to the profession of social work in the state. The board’s enabling act is
a title protection act in that it regulates professional social workers and prohibits unlicensed
individuals from using titles associated with social work. The practice of social work
involves the professional application of social work values, principles, and techniques for
compensation. To fulfill its responsibilities, the DHS board, with the advice of the advisory
council, adopts rules regarding the licensing of social workers, adopts standards of conduct
and ethics for licensees, determines the qualifications of applicants, issues initial and
renewal licenses, investigates complaints against licensees, and takes disciplinary action to
enforce its enabling act.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists

STATE COMMITTEE OF EXAMINERS FOR SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY & AUDIOLOGY

Statutory Reference: Article 4512j, V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1983

Board Size/Composition: 9 members: 6 licensees, 3 public members (one of whom must be
a medical doctor) (Administratively attached to the Texas
Department of Health. Rulemaking authority is subject to approval
by the Board of Health.)

Number of Employees: (FY 1992) Funding
FTE: 4 Source: Speech-Language Pathology
& Audiology Fund No. 515
FY 1992 Expended: $166,114
FY 1993 Appropriated: $134,879

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$169,082 Total: 5,027
Speech language pathologists: 4,229
Associates in speech language pathology: 201
Audiologists: 590
Associates in audiology: 7

Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: 0 Number of Complaints: 2
Exam Pass Ratio: - not available Number of Investigations: 1

Number of Suspensions: 0
Number of Revocations: 0

Overview of Agency Operations

The State Committee of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology is located
within the Department of Health and has the responsibility and authority to examine, license,
and regulate the practice of audiology and speech-language pathology in the state. The
board’s enabling act is a practice and title act in that it regulates the practice of audiology and
speech-language pathology and prohibits unlicensed individuals from engaging in the practice
or calling themselves audiologists or speech-language pathologists. The practice of audiology
involves testing, evaluating, appraising, habilitation, and rehabilitation of human hearing,
training persons in the use of hearing aids, and making impressions for ear molds. Unlike
hearing aid fitters and dispensers, audiologists cannot sell hearing aids. The practice of
speech-language pathology involves making non-medical evaluations of speech and speech,
voice, and language disorders and the development of plans to treat these disorders. Speech-
language pathologists may perform basic audiometric screening tests and hearing therapy
procedures consistent with their training. To fulfill its responsibilities, the committee adopts
rules regarding the practice of audiology and speech-language pathology, determines the
qualifications of applicants, issues initial and renewal licenses, investigates complaints against
licensees, and takes disciplinary action to enforce its enabling act.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Veterinarians

BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINERS
Statutory Reference: Article 8890, V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1911

Board Size/Composition: 9 members: 6 veterinarians, 3 public members

Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding
FTE: § Source: Veterinary Medical Examiners Fund
No. 35

FY 1992 Expended: $454,118
FY 1993 Appropriated: $479,324 (includes
national examination rider)

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensed (FY 1992)
$568,309 Veterinarians: 5,397
Special Licenses: 44
Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: Number of Complaints: 160
State: 208 - pass ratio 82% Number of Investigations: 160
National: 311 - pass ratio 83% Number of Suspensions: 11
Special: 2 - pass ratio 100% Number of Revocations: 3

Overview of Agency Operations

The Veterinary Medical Examiners Board has the responsibility and authority to examine,
license, and regulate the practice of veterinary medicine in the state. The board’s enabling
act is a practice act in that it regulates the practice of veterinary medicine and prohibits
unlicensed individuals from engaging in the practice. The practice of veterinary medicine
involves performing a surgical or dental operation or diagnoses, treatment, immunization or
prescription of any prescription drug, prescription medicine, or veterinary appliance for any
physical ailment, injury, deformity, or condition of animals for compensation. To fulfill its
responsibilities, the board adopts rules regarding the practice of veterinary medicine,
determines the qualifications of applicants, administers a national and state examination,
issues initial and renewal licenses, investigates complaints against licensees, and takes
disciplinary action to enforce its enabling act. The board issues a regular veterinary medical
license and four types of special licenses. The special licenses are for faculty teaching in
veterinary schools, veterinarians employed by the Texas Animal Health Commission,
veterinarians employed by the Texas Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, and veterinarians
in specialty areas employed by one employer at one location or special environment.
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Health Care Licensing Boards Appendix - Vocational Nurses

BOARD OF VOCATIONAL NURSE EXAMINERS

Statutory Reference: Article 4528c, V.T.C.S.
Date Created: 1951

Board Size/Composition: 12 members: 7 vocational nurses, 1 registered nurse, 1 physician, 1
hospital administrator, 2 public members

Number of Employees (FY 1992) Funding
FTE: 18 Source: Vocational Nurse Examiners Fund
FY 1992 Expended: $992,540
FY 1993 Appropriated: $992,940

Revenue Generated (FY 1992) Number of Licensees (FY 1992)
$1,483,514 Licensed Vocational Nurses: 74,540

Examinations (FY 1992) Enforcement Actions (FY 1992)
Number of Exams Given: 4,205 Number of Complaints: 1,167
Exam Pass Ratio: 91% Number of Investigations: 961

Number of Suspensions: 183
Number of Revocations: 65

Overview of Agency Operations

The Board of Vocational Nurse Examiners has the responsibility and authority to examine,
license, and regulate licensed vocational nurses in the state. The board’s enabling act is a
title act in that it regulates the title of licensed vocational nurse by prohibiting unlicensed
individuals from identifying themselves as licensed vocational nurses. The practice of
vocational nursing involves entry-level nursing for acute and chronically ill patients, with
predictable health outcomes in structured settings. To fulfill its responsibilities, the board
adopts rules regarding unlicensed practice, determines the qualifications of applicants,
administers a national exam, and issues initial and renewal licenses. The board also
investigates complaints against licensees, and takes disciplinary action to enforce its
enabling act. In addition, the board oversees the approval of nursing school programs,
continuing education courses for licensees, and assists nurses with a peer assistance program
for chemical dependency and mental illness.
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